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AUTHOR: MATTHEW BUSH

MINISTRY: YOUNG ADULTS

World Mandate

02 //WORLD MANDATE: WILL YOU GO?

Thousands of college-aged young adults rush into the auditorium to meet God. They have an expectancy in 
their heart—believing that God wants to do something amazing. He has chosen them to fulfill a calling that 
they were specially designed to do. Each call is unique, equally important to the healthy functioning of the 
Body of Christ and the fulfilling of the Great Commission. 

The lights briefly dim and then the sound of Heaven fills the room. Every voice at full volume. Every hand 
raised to worship the One who died for all. The Spirit is in the room—you can feel it and see it on the faces 
of those around you. That’s World Mandate. The mantra of World Mandate is “ Worship God. Change The 
World,” and when we believe that is possible, lives change, both ours and those around us. 

When we bring God everything we have and offer it to Him–tears, joy, whatever little we have in those 
moments—He can use us to change the world and bring hope and light to the darkest places in the world. 
World Mandate is a place for people to be reaffirmed in what God is asking of them, whether it’s a sin issue 
that needs to be surrendered or a country that’s been placed on a heart. World Mandate is a time when you 
push into His presence and learn to hear only His voice. 

The world is a mission field that includes the office, the universities, nations like Japan—they are all fields 
that need the Gospel in powerful ways. We are His ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20) and His children, 
and when we are completely sold out for the Gospel, we can be used to change the world around us. World 
Mandate is more than just a spiritual weekend where we worship and hear several messages. It’s a time 
where we acknowledge who God is and surrender to whatever it is He’s asking of us. It’s a time to reflect, be 
restored and realign with God’s heart for the world. 

My experience with World Mandate early this February was powerful. God broke down walls, restored and 
reignited much of my heart. That’s the kind of God we serve. If you’re a young adult and you feel a stirring, 
I’d encourage you to go with us next year. You never know what God will do when you give Him full control. 
Will you let Him use you however He desires? If He calls you to the darkest parts of the world, will you go? 
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MINISTRY: GRACE HOUSE OF PRAYER

AUTHOR: KAREN BORING, DIRECTOR, GHOP

ReBoot/ReStart

This is a new season in the GHOP, with a new director 
and new worship-based prayer meetings. So as we were 
approaching this new season, the new year of 2019, I was 
asking the Lord, “How do we keep going on the amazing 
path we are on?” And I was reminded how good it is to 
re-visit the basics of our faith, to know that nothing 
foundational has changed, even in the midst of so much 
circumstantial change and cultural chaos. Even when 
things seem to be working just fine, sometimes it’s good 
to reboot your computer or phone, just to bring electronic 
programming back into alignment. A new director seemed 
a good time to make sure GHOP was in line with what the 
Lord was desiring it to be. We didn’t want to throw out the 
things we had been doing, we simply wanted to bring them 
totally in line with God’s heart for worship and prayer. 
Thus the idea of “ReBoot” came about in January—not 
throwing away where we were coming from, but rather 
embracing a chance to “ReStart,” to make sure GHOP is 
in line with God and His desires, to make certain we are 
building on the Foundations of His Word and His plans. 
We want to make sure we personally are ReSet to hear 
Him more clearly and that we are ready to run, not at a 
sprint, but at a marathon pace (so we will run and not 
grow weary) the race set before us, living lifestyles of 
worship and prayer until Jesus returns or takes us home 
to be with Him.

ReBoot=Refresh.
ReBoot is to awaken 
the Spirit within us,
to allow the Holy Spirit 
to have His way.
ReBoot is to bring us back 
to our first love.

—Rick Pingel

It is good to be reminded 
of why we believe what 
we believe and why we 
do what we do. It helps 
to keep our focus and 
purpose in alignment 
with His.

—Michael Howser

Even when things seem 
to be working just fine, 
sometimes it’s good to 
reboot your computer 
or phone, just to bring 
electronic programming 
back into alignment.



Freedom to Give
AUTHOR: DAVE WEAGRAFF

MINISTRY: FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

// 05 GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH // 10

Dave Weagraff (elder) and his wife Marcy have been leading the Financial Peace University class at Grace Com-
munity Church for many years. They love to encourage people both from our church and our community to gain 
the peace and freedom that comes from applying God’s wisdom to our personal budgets. The spring class began 
on January 24th with a strong group of 27 registered. Each week they interacted on topics such as how to make 
a budget and stick to it, buying houses or cars, retirement, insurance, and the dangers of debt. Almost 60% of the 
class made it to the end for the final lesson where Dave Ramsey teaches that if we will live now like no one else, 
then later we can live and give like no one else.

·As a class, $56,600 personal debt was paid off and $63,181 savings was accumulated. That’s a 
total of $119,781 change on the financial dial among nine reporting households or over $13,000 
per household over just nine weeks! Additionally, 38 credit cards were cut up and their accounts 
closed, and three households reported “giving substantially more.”

·One class member noted to her amazement, through the FPU budgeting exercise, “finding ” an 
extra $900+ in her monthly resources. 

·One class member cited that she was ready to purchase a home beyond her means but deferred 
that decision because of Financial Peace University. God, in turn, provided her with a far superior 
home rental option for her and her children that protected her from becoming “house poor” 
overnight. 

·One class member was prompted to take FPU by their fiancé. We saw reluctance change to 
happiness as they now are both on the same page with their finances.

·One young man said he quickly realized what poor use of his idle time he was making through 
video gaming and decided to shed that equipment and activity in favor of becoming more career 
and service minded. 

·One couple, though committed to the principles, asked for some additional one-on-one help to 
put the principles into practice. Dave and Marcy are continuing to meet with them to make the 
principles work in practice in their life. 

Dave and Marcy are ready to do another class as soon as we have enough people willing to take the journey with 
them. You can find out more at gracearlington.com/finances.

Live now like 
no one else, 
so that later

you can live 
and give like 

no one else.



MINISTRY: WOMEN OF GRACE

Winter Bible Studies
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In January 2018 
I wasn’t sure what to expect and had long-term fears 
of being around women’s groups, but I was invited 
by a couple of friends who’d really stood by me as my 
own world was falling apart. God is relational and 
it was the friendships formed during these weekly 
meetings that are most important: teaching me to 
trust again, to be transparent, and filling me with the 
love of Christ.

Then in January 
I was called to help facilitate, under Kathi Strawn’s 
tutelage and alongside a few anointed friends. 
Throughout the past year, I’ve seen so much success 
for God’s glory among these groups of women as we 
would learn and pray together: women experiencing 
answered prayers for the first time, speaking their 
testimonies, marriages being restored, dreams and 
visions coming to fruition. Women who completely 
changed their field of work, took on new projects, 
served in new and greater capacities, and began new 
ministries, relying wholly on God for strength.

—Jaqi Bowers

Since January we have been doing an awesome study 
titled “Speaking Wisely ” by Poppy Smith. The heart 
behind the study is that our words have the power 
to give or take life. Through our time together, we 
have studied topics such as Taming the Tongue; 
Choosing Wholesome Words; Examining our Self-
Talk; Overcoming Anger; Speaking Loving Words to 
our Family; Getting a Grip on Gossip and Glorifying 
God with our Words. Our time together is not 
sitting through a video study; we study the lessons 
before class and spend the entire meeting time in 
discussion. After class, we always share prayer 
requests and pray for each other.

—Lillie Hawkins

One of the recent ladies Bible studies was from the 
Navigators, Book 2 of Design for Discipleship. We were 
blessed to have ladies of all ages attend the studies. We 
also had three mentors who were leading Bible studies 
at UTA’s Cornerstone ministry on campus. The older 
ones of us were so excited to see these young women who 
themselves were excited to learn various methods on how 
to meditate on God’s Word and have more meaningful 
devotions in their time with our Lord! We learned how 
to have more effective prayer lives so that we were not 
so overwhelmed by feeling we had to pray for all our 
requests every day.  One of the women came away saying, 
“I no longer feel guilty for praying for myself.” In the end, 
they were able to share their testimonies of what Christ 
had done in their lives and how to pray with someone to 
become a Christian.

—Dianne Guerry

2019  



AUTHOR: BETHANY REIN, B.C. BATTLE

MINISTRY: COLLEGE

You Are Qualified!

YOU ARE QUALIFIED 10 //GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH // 10

Over spring break, a group of college students from 
the Cornerstone decided to serve the community of 
Port Arthur instead of lying around and sleeping. The 
community of Port Arthur was hit hard by Hurricane 
Harvey in 2017 and is still on the rebound from it. 
The Cornerstone came in contact with Pastor Kelvin 
and Victory Christian Church and joined them in 
the mission to bring God’s love and salvation to the 
community around the church. 

Upon arrival at the church, three needs were evident. 
The church needed serious construction work in 
the classrooms and recreational areas due to the 
hurricane. The team tore out insulation, walls, 
and water from the rooms. Then they completed 
electrical work, drywalling, and cleaning in the 
rooms in one-fourth of the time that was expected. 
How? By embodying what it means to be a part of the 
body of Christ in Ephesians 4:3 through the use of 
encouragement and support as well as leaving aside 
their own personal agendas to pursue and complete 
the goal ahead of them.

The community was also in need of food and 
the presence of God. The team went out into the 
community and passed out the canned foods 
collected by our church family at Grace and prayed 
for people. Many people’s lives were changed thanks 
to your prayers and donations.

Finally, the team noticed how discouraged Victory 
Christian Church was. The church had been pushing 
through so much throughout the years and was 
running dry. As a fellow part of the body of Christ, 
the Cornerstone team was able to encourage them 
and bless them with a refreshing of the Holy Spirit 
at their Wednesday night Bible study. Pastor Kelvin 
reminded us then that we all are qualified to do the 
work of God and to fulfill His calling for our lives. 
The Lord directed us to Victory Christian Church 
not just because they gave us something to do, but 

because they were in need of a Jesus pick-me-up 
and a reminder that they are not alone. Joshua 
Palacios, another Cornerstone member, remembers a 
conversation with one of the members of the church, 
“He was crying when he saw all the help that the 
church was receiving. For many years, he was doing 
all the work by himself and was discouraged when he 
saw how little he was getting done. I’m just glad that 
we could help them out and raise their spirits and 
give them some of God’s love.”

We are proud to partner with Victory Christian 
Church and support their ministry. As Pastor 
Kelvin said, “Grace Community Church, YOU ARE 
QUALIFIED.”

—Bethany Rein  

This weekend I was given the privilege to meet with 
some of the volunteers involved in the Spring Break 
(Port Arthur) Mission Trip, namely Liz Espinoza, a 
young adult who frequents the Cornerstone Ministry 
near UTA. Reaching out to her, I had no idea exactly 
what God was telling me to write about or where I 
should start. However, the minutes I spent discussing 
with her what had occurred that week, I was 
beginning to see a beautiful message within her story.

While talking to Liz, I was struck happily with her 
testimony. Originally, she had no bearing on whether 
she would be going on the mission trip due to her 
work schedule. Avid in her prayer, she defaulted to 
God, asking the Father for direction and remaining 
open to the possibility that God wanted to use her 
that week. Soon, her prayers were answered when 
one of her coworkers stepped up on her behalf and 
took not one, but all of her shifts that would prevent 
her from joining the mission trip. She waited and 
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received God’s response to her willingness, and in 
faith, she set out to do His good work in Port Arthur.

But God didn’t stop in guiding her—He never 
stops guiding us. When Liz began to move in God’s 
name, God gave meaning to the movement. In our 
discussion, Liz recounted a dream she had before 
departing on the mission vans. To expound upon this, 
she described for me her dreamscape, where vibrant 
purple flowers grew before an abandoned house 
whose chimney stood broken but not defeated. God’s 
affirmation occurred to her when she was on her 
way to Port Arthur and her van blew a tire. By many 
circumstances, this would have been considered a 
bad event. However, it was nothing less than God 
grabbing Liz’s attention. There, outside the bus, Liz 
looked out from the road to see the house from her 
dream with the same purple wildflowers and the 
same chimney. Beyond doubt, it was identical, and 
her dream had become something deeply prophetic, 
and her mission trip had become ever more personal.

As Liz continued to tell her story, the good parts and 
the not-so-good parts, I began to feel a lesson taking 
form. Liz was a light to the people at Port Arthur, 
blessing them with prayers and gifts that would help 
them. In faith, she left her home to help others in the 
name of God, willing to take action towards “orphans 
and widows in their distress.” Verily, her stories 
taught me the value behind the movement. 

In my experience, some well-to-do Christians will 
not move until God has moved before them, and they 
have seen the results of His good work. Sometimes, 
they ignore the aches of the distressed because God 
has not explicitly called them to action. Liz’s stories, 
however, spoke to another aspect of God’s love for 
us. We live with and beside and beneath the throne 
of a loving God. In love, He honors our actions, as 
a father would support any of his children. Thus, 
when a man or woman moves for God, it is then that 
God moves with them, honoring their willingness to 
move for Him. If I could sum up this idea, it would 
be expressed as, “Do something and expect God 
to work in you.” When Liz moved to prayer, God 
responded by removing the obstacles preventing her 
from going, supporting Liz through her journey with 
affirming dreams. When Grace Arlington moved to 
Port Arthur, God reconstructed the broken church 
and reconnected with His people, each with their 
own unique experiences. God moves with his people 
like a pillar of cloud and fire before the Israelites in 
Exodus. In the same way, He moves before us as we 
move behind him. This movement, this faith in God 
working through us, brings forth many blessings to 
many peoples. God honors the humility and the heart 
of our missions. When we act in pure faith, there are 
blessings all around.

Blessings were certainly present at Port Arthur. 
Many people were fed and many people experienced 
God moving in them. I asked Liz what her main 
takeaway from the mission trip was, and I enjoyed 
her simple answer, “Love even when it is hard.” 1st 
Corinthians 13:13 profoundly escalates this takeaway 
when Paul remarks, “Now we see but a dim reflection 
as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope, 
and love; but the greatest of these is love.” (Also see 
Galatians 5:6 & 1st Thessalonians 1:3.)

So, how will you move in this season of life? Perhaps 
it is as simple as doing so. Trust that God is walking 
beside you, and trust that He will turn the seeds you 
plant into blessed flowers.

—B.C. Battle
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AUTHOR: AMY GALLAS, YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR

MINISTRY: GRACE YOUTH MINISTRY

The Explicit Gospel

The last weekend in March, we were able to take 
90 students and leaders to Sky Ranch camp for our 
“Sprinter Advance.” This was a time to learn, connect 
and decide. We spent time looking at the truths of 
the Gospel and how to walk in those truths. We had 
the opportunity to connect in a weekend away and 
through games, skits and time together hanging out. 
On our last evening, we spent an extended time in 
worship and prayed about decisions to walk with 
Jesus and trust in Him.

                                                        Not only do you get to 
experience the Holy Spirit in yourself, you see Him 
manifesting Himself in the students you have been 
connected to. This year at Advance, I could see the 
message of the Explicit Gospel challenging so many 
young people’s lives. In my small group after the first 
session, we listed every sin we have committed that 
would count us unworthy for the love of Jesus. After 
the second session and hearing about the ultimate 
sacrifice that was made for each one of us, we went 
down that list one by one, crossing those sins off our 
list saying, “Jesus hung on the cross for this sin.” 
By the end of the weekend, we were all motivated to 
grow so much deeper into our own relationships with 
Christ, but also grow together as a life group learning 
more about God’s goodness and love.

—Nicky Harper (Leader)

I learned how much of a family we are. 
Together we will leave the things of the world 
behind us, and hand in hand we will proclaim 
our faith in Jesus.  

—Katy (Junior)

W hen I got on my knees 
in worship, I realized how 
much I had missed His pure 
love – love like no other love 
in the world could compare 
to ... I told Him I would 
not only trust Him but 
that I would pursue Him 
wholeheartedly. 

—Brighton (Senior, pictured at right)

Participating in the 
Winter Advance as 
a leader is totally 
different than 
participating as a 
student...
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Hearing the messages and stories in the Bible that 
show the side of the Gospel and of God that aren’t 
told in everyday life was so relieving to me. It helped 
me confirm my trust and relationship with God and 
remember why it is so important to dig into the Word. 
I’ve learned that I need to take the Bible and its words 
more seriously in order for me to truly understand the 
extreme blessings and salvation that God has provided 
throughout my life ... Some of the stories and verses 
we read were scary, but they were all things I needed 
to hear to deepen my knowledge and understanding of 
Christ. Every believer needs to hear the explicit gospel 
at some point in their walk with Christ, and I’m glad I 
was able to have a whole weekend to hear and dwell in 
it with my church family! 

—Taylor (Junior)

We must live our present lives to glorify 
God with whom we will spend our eternity. 

However, sometimes we fixate on our futures 
in this life so much that we lose sight of the 

overall purpose of life. Knowing about the 
wrath we are spared from through Christ 

should spur us on to live a life 
worthy of that sacrifice.

— Sydney (Leader)

This year [at the 
Sprinter Advance] I 
became more aware 
of my calling to 
serve friends, family, 
and others with 
more passion and 
consistency for the 
Lord. He has blessed 
me so much, and I 
know more clearly 
that I’m called to 
give back even more.  

—Clay (Senior)

Japanese students from Hita joined the Grace Youth Ministry over the weekend while they were 
participating in their immersion trip in the United States.



AUTHOR: MARE MONTE, TRIP PARTICIPANT

MINISTRY: GLOBAL MISSIONS

Hearts for Naomi’s Village

18 //HEARTS FOR NAOMI’S VILLAGE

When I first arrived at Naomi’s Village, it was such an amazing feeling and sight.  You could 
feel the love and freedom in that place. The first thing I wanted to do was go meet the children.  
They were playing and running around having a grand time.  The first place I visited was the 
nursery where I met several of the babies and toddlers, but Amani stole my heart. Amani came 
to Naomi’s Village 6/26/2018 as a newborn found in the hospital nursery by the NV social 
worker next to Danny who was headed to NV. The social worker asked to bring Amani home 
too. Every free moment the team (team of 17!!!) had at NV I would make my way down to love 
on that little one. It got so that she would recognize my voice when I walked into the room and 
would turn from what she was doing toward me. I’m smiling just remembering this. 

I have the privilege of sponsoring David, and I couldn’t wait to meet him for the first time.  It 
took him a while to warm up to me. He played hard to get and wouldn’t come to sit with me, 
but every now and then when we would be with them at bedtime reading Bible stories, I would 
catch him looking at me. One day, the “littles” were playing outside. I brought trucks for David 
with me to Kenya. Quickly, I grabbed my trucks to play with the little ones. David kept loading 
his truck with the leaves from the ground so much that it wouldn’t push. Sweet memory! 
A dear friend of mine sewed about a dozen dresses of various sizes for the girls. They were so 
cute running around in their new dresses. This is the pic of the girls in the dresses I sent to 
her. She has sent dresses to Africa in the past but had never seen them modeled: the pictures 
put a smile on her face that day.  

It would be accurate to say I left a big piece of my heart in the Great Rift Valley at Namoi’s  
Village. I look forward to the day I can go back.



AUTHOR: JONATHAN SCHEFFRAHN, PASTOR OF LIFE GROUPS

MINISTRY: LOCAL MISSIONS

Open Doors in Arlington
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A few years ago I was in a meeting with the city 
leaders of Arlington, and one of the pastors in the 
room asked how we as churches could serve our city. 
They told us their biggest need was to invest in the 
lives of the children in our community. Since that 
time God has opened a number of doors for us to 
help the children of Arlington and be light inside the 
AISD. Matt 5:14-16 says this:

“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop 
that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then 
puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a 
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for 
all to see  so that everyone will praise your heavenly 
Father” (NLT).

This is the second year that Marcy Weagraff has been 
leading her team of over 40 Read2Win volunteers 
from Grace. This team helps struggling 1st graders 
by going into the schools just one hour a week and 
helping the struggling students get the support and 
encouragement they desperately need. This team 
has been serving faithfully since they started last 
September with almost none of them dropping out 
throughout the year. 

Another way we serve with the schools is through 
our Saturday Serve the City events. Partnering 
with other churches across Arlington, we target 
certain weekends as times where we can all serve 
together. This spring we served at Fitzgerald and 
Berry Elementary schools. We delayed a project at 
Morton Elementary School due to weather, but we 
are confident we will complete it by the end of the 
school year. 

Our people served with such joy that day, and it 
greatly impacted the principals and school staff that 
we interacted with. We got to do things like make 
appreciation gifts for all the teachers, improve the 
student’s gardens outside, create a massive lego wall, 
and many other projects that day.  We have members 
of our church who teach at all three of these schools, 
and we prayed for all of them while we were there. 

Another open door has been our Hoops for Hope 
after-school basketball camp. This is a chance for 
some of the people who love sports to combine two 
passions, Jesus and basketball, into one activity. We 
just finished up a camp at Fitzgerald led by Dave 
Elliston along with about eight other coaches. Over 
the three weeks of the camp, they were able to help 
the students learn some basketball skills. But much 
more importantly, they were able to tell the students 
that God loves and cares about each one of them and 
has a plan for their lives. 

Our newest open door is a brand new program 
created at Grace called Kicks for Kids. It is an after-
school soccer camp, and we had our first camp at 
Berry Elementary beginning April 1. 

Across all these teams, more than 130 people in our 
church have chosen to show God’s love in a practical 
way time and time again. Let’s keep asking God 
for more open doors to preach the Gospel here in 
Arlington using both our actions and our words. 
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As a sending church, we are always seeking ways that we can help to place “workers” 
into the “harvest fields” (see Luke 10:2) of the Unreached Peoples of the earth. 
An Unreached People Group (UPG) is a distinct ethnolinguistic group that has 
less than 2% followers of Jesus. About 3 billion people live in these UPGs! For an 
excellent video explaining the remaining task of the global Church to fulfill the Great 
Commission, see:

And for more details go to

// 23 OVERSEAS WORKER HIGHLIGHT 24 //BAPTISMS

AUTHOR: PASTOR DON

Growing Our 
Overseas Families!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVmTU13rgo8

www.joshuaproject.net

Later this year, one 
of our Grace families, 
Bryan and Delana 
Davis and their three 
littles, will be heading 
to Southeast Asia to 
help make disciples in 
an UPG. Talk to them 
about how to join 
their sending team!

We’re growing in other 
ways as well!  Sheila 

Yarick will be having 
Yarick # 3 in July!  

Here’s what they wrote 
recently…

“ We are expecting another little Yarick at the end of July. We 
are all very excited about this new addition, and as we did 

with Titus and Kylah we have chosen a fun name while in the 
womb. “Razztwizzler” is his/her full name, and we call him/

her “Razz” for short. The name comes from the movie BFG 
and means “something wonderfully exciting or enjoyable” and 
this is truly how we are feeling about the upcoming addition.”

And the Tang family 
(Samson, Jodi, Tobi, 
and Mercy) welcomed 
newest addition, little 
Owen Shepherd, on 
February 28. The 
Tangs will head back 
to Asia later this 
summer.

DAVIS.BP@GMAIL.COM



GARY ARTICLE

AUTHOR: GARY HUTCHISON

“I Thirst”
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As we approach Good Friday and Easter Sunday, we will spend the next several weeks focusing on 
the Cross of Christ. With that focus in mind, let’s consider two of the words that Jesus spoke while 
hanging on the cross and dying for our sins. He said, “I thirst.”

Remember back in John 4 that Jesus said to the woman at the well, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him it shall become in him 
a well of water springing up to eternal life.” But Jesus didn’t explain how He would provide that 
spiritual water that would quench her thirst.

Remember back in John 6 that Jesus gave the invitation saying, “he who believes in Me, shall never 
thirst.” But Jesus didn’t explain how He was going to provide this spiritual water to quench our 
spiritual thirst. 

Remember in John 7 that Jesus gives another invitation saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, from his innermost being shall flow rivers 
of living water.” But Jesus didn’t explain how He was going to provide this spiritual water to quench 
our spiritual thirst.

But when we get to John 19, Jesus answers the question of how He would provide this spiritual water 
to quench our spiritual thirst. As He hung on the cross dying for our sins, He said two words.  He said, 
“I thirst.”

At that very moment, the unlimited supply of living water Himself became dry and thirsty so that we 
might have our spiritual thirst quenched. That is how Jesus provided spiritual water to quench our 
spiritual thirst, by Himself experiencing spiritual drought.  He substituted Himself for us.

Jesus took our place and paid our penalty for sin. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor 5:21). He made Him who knew 
no poverty to become poor, that we might know the riches of God in Him (2 Cor 8:9). He made Him 
who knew not death to experience death, that we might know life in God in Him (John 3:16). And He 
made Him who knew not thirst, spiritual thirst, to experience spiritual drought, that we might have 
our spiritual thirst quenched. Thank you, Lord!

—Pastor Gary
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